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Anna Bradnam 

 

Waterbeach New Town Community Forum At the last Forum on 9 Jan we had presentations on 

transport including the relocated railway, access via Cody Road and the A10, delivery of materials by 

rail, a review of the Supplementary Planning Document, an overview of education provision and a 

response to the SPD from Waterbeach Parish Council. There were questions on cycling routes, 

crossings over the A10 and Denny End Road and Car Dyke Road, bus routes, shuttle services and P&R 

sites. Landbeach residents expressed concern about the impact of too many buses on the village. 

Responses to the draft SPD were explained and summarised. Attendees requested future 

presentations on health facilities, emergency services, A10, Greenways and sports provision. The 

papers (and Minutes soon) should be available here 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community/waterbeach-new-town-community-forum/.  The next 

Forum will be on 10 April 2019. 

On 22 Jan the Scrutiny and Overview Committee approved the Supplementary Planning Document 

with the modifications made following the public consultation. The SPD will be considered by South 

Cambs 

District Council Cabinet on 6 February.  

 Police and Crime Commissioner Panel Meeting MP Heidi Allen admitted to have gate-crashed the 

meeting, alongside Jason Ablewhite, Chief Constable Nick Dean, the new Chief Constable for 

Cambridgeshire and Inspector Paul Rogerson. The current challenge of reducing resources combined 

with the difficulties of identifying hidden crimes (sexual abuse and exploitation), the need to be alert 

to terrorism and the pressure on staff as a result of the local Policing Review 2018 were explained. 

Nevertheless at present they have 1,402 officers, the highest number they have ever had.  The Control 

Centre deals with 350,000 calls each year. The force is working with Beds and Herts as well as with 

Norfolk, Suffolk, Kent and Essex to achieve resources efficiencies. The Police are increasingly dealing 

with issues of mental health and social care, dementia and children absconding from care.  

Representatives of local parishes were not impressed by the Commissioner’s interpretation of recent 

difficulties in local parishes with Gypsy and Traveller communities. I understand the Police will be 

seeking an increase of 2% in the precept to fund their operations. 

Amey Community Liaison Group I will leave Cllr Smith to report on this meeting as I was unable to 

attend. My personal feeling is that Amey are likely to appeal the decision on their planning application 

close to the six-month deadline of 21 March 2019. 

The Farmland Museum I am delighted that following compelling representations from new staff and 

long-standing Trustees to the Grants Advisory Committee on 25 Jan, the committee recommended 

SCDC continue to fund the Museum with £8,500 per annum for three years. 

 

AB 28/01/2019 

 

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/community/waterbeach-new-town-community-forum/


Judith Rippeth 

 

New Customer Portal:  South Cambs has just launched its new customer portal which is an up to date 

digital platform containing Frequently Asked Questions and a menu of services along with e-forms.  

The change to this new system will increase transparency, reduce duplication and will soon allow 

residents to track the progress of their enquiries far more easily than via the website. The system 

monitors the time it takes to respond and deal with an enquiry. To register use the following link 

http://mysouthcambs.scambs.gov.uk   Over time more products will be moved over to the new portal 

and content will gradually be removed from the website.     

East West Rail: The consultation on the five proposed routes runs from 28th January – 11th March. 

Depending on the route selected, there could be either a new station built to the South of 

Cambourne or close to Bassingbourn.  To have your say on this important piece of infrastructure 

linking Oxford – Bedford – Cambridge use the following link. https://eastwestrail.co.uk/haveyoursay 

Amey liaison meeting: Hazel and I attended this meeting on 17th January with other local district and 

parish councillors in attendance.  Amongst the issues discussed were the level of residents’ 

complaints regarding odours from the plant or elsewhere.  A number of us commented on ‘reporting 

fatigue’ due to the length of time it can take to register a complaint with sometimes calls taking up 

to twenty minutes.  An alternative online system using email was suggested to run alongside a 

phone system which would help to build a more comprehensive picture of where and when odours 

are most pungent. 

Amey have withdrawn their permit application to the Environment Agency for an EfW plant.  They 

have until mid March to decide whether to submit an appeal. 

Before the next meeting, scheduled for 18th July, Amey are planning to appoint an independent chair.  

We were also informed that Amey will shortly be sending out a survey to members of the group, 

residents and parish council clerks to understand the purpose of the group going forward. 

Cambridge Northern Fringe – Area Action Plan: I attended Cabinet on 9th January and amongst the 

issues discussed was the future of this key strategic site.  The consultation on issues and options 2 

will start on 4th February and will run for six weeks.  The Council is unlikely to hear back on the 

success, or otherwise, of its Housing Infrastructure Bid until March. 

Urban and Civic: A number of briefings are being held for planning committee members prior to the 

extraordinary meeting on 28th February when the U&C application will be considered.  The first of 

these briefings took place on 16th January where we were taken through the complexities of 

deciding a large application.  This was followed up by a briefing on 18th January looking at drainage 

and flood risk plus the use of renewable and non-renewable sources of energy for the site.  U&C’s 

plans for electrification were extremely interesting and should assist in reaching the Council’s 

ambitious zero carbon target for 2050. 

 

Cllr. Judith Rippeth 
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Hazel Smith 

 

Northstowe – meeting with Homes England Terry Fuller, Executive Director for the East and South 
East of England region of the HCA, met with the South Cambs Cabinet to outline their plans for 
Northstowe Phase 2. The land for this phase is being prepared now, and roads built and services laid. 
Work has started on the secondary school and houses will soon start to be built. The HCA have 
ambitious plans to make the town centre there a really vital and active place from the start by offering 
incentives . 

New customer portal mySouthCambs.scambs.gov.uk This new way to interact with the council has 
been launched for some services in January. The OneVu portal is built around the idea that residents 
will log in and any ongoing issues between them and the council can be tracked. So, for example 
(eventually) a planning application would be logged on there, and its status would be updated 
automatically as it went through the council’s processes – so the resident could see when it had been 
validated, who it was assigned to, and what stage it had got to every step of the way. The hope is that 
this will be people’s preferred way of contacting the council (once all services are on there), and 
people should be able to find their own answers to the questions they most commonly ask on the 
phone, leaving officers with more time to devote to talking to people who need to speak to them 
personally (or don’t / can’t use the internet or a smart phone). 

Only a few services are on the portal just now, and the IT department are encouraging people to sign 
up and use the portal (as pioneers or beta-testers), and report any problems so they can fix any bugs. 
It has a useful link to the County’s report-a-highways-fault page and to the South Cambs bin 
collections, as well as benefits and council tax. This is implemented by South Cambs officers in 3C 
Shared ICT, and Huntingdonshire already have this interface, which is working well for them, we are 
told. So we should be learning from their mistakes and getting it right first time! 

East-West Rail https://eastwestrail.co.uk/latest-news I was invited to a meeting at Shire Hall (as 
substitute for another councillor) which was a pre-consultation heads-up, limited to councillors in the 
areas they are particularly targeting with their consultation, which are to the South and West of 
Cambridge. The consultation on the route to be chosen between Bedford and Cambridge will start on 
28th January and runs until 11th March. You may remember the recent meeting about the 
CamBedRailRoad proposal to bring the line in to Cambridge via a route across the fields south of 
Landbeach and joining the Kings Lynn line’s alignment north of Milton to run into Cambridge North 
Station. This idea was again tested by their engineers and rejected, as it is more expensive than an 
approach from the south where for a greater length the land adjacent to the railway, they say, is wide 
enough to add more tracks. They want the trains continuing to Ipswich to be able to proceed without 
reversing, and coming in from the north would mean a change of direction at Cambridge, because the 
Ipswich line leaves Cambridge Station going northwards. At the meeting it was mentioned that 
(outside of this consultation) the funding for the line is expected to be based on an uplift in land-values 
around the eventual alignment being captured somehow by the government. Anecdotally a town of 
40,000-50,000 houses in this area might be needed, and the plans show possibilities either at 
Cambourne or at Bassingbourn, depending on the route chosen. They are still not sure if the MoD will 
release the land at Bassingbourn Barracks for development, and this could play into the decision on 
the alignment. A route just south of Cambourne would provide a better way for people living there to 
get to work south of Cambridge. 

 

https://eastwestrail.co.uk/latest-news


The CamBedRailRoad proposal is really just a footnote in their technical report but could raise its head 
again at a later stage, so please do comment on their proposals if you are opposed to that alignment. 
They expect to be able to start work on this Bedford to Cambridge section of the railway in the mid-
2020’s, and this would be unusually fast progress for a scheme of its size. 

Waterbeach New Town Planning meetings The Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) was 
considered by the Scrutiny and Overview Committee on 22 January and will come to Cabinet on 6 
February. Counsel’s advice to SCDC on the question of the ransom payments between the two 
developers has not helped resolve the “ransom” situation – the council cannot use the SPD to make 
them cooperate and it would be better for the development and for community cohesion if the two 
master developer companies would work more closely together. There are meetings to discuss 
viability on Feb 5th and 7th and this seems to be the nub of the problem. This is worrying as it will 
reduce the percentage of affordable housing they’ll be required to provide. In the meantime we local 
councillors and those on the planning committee had a briefing from Urban and Civic on their drainage 
and flood plans. They also shared with us where they had got to in considering the infrastructure for 
Phase 1 (by the lake) of electricity (including new generation in Chittering), gas (a new main in the 
village) and water. The subject of sewage disposal is not relevant, as Phase 1 can be built without any 
additional capacity being added, they claim. They would connect up to 500 houses to the Bannold 
Drove works, and most of the rest via the system at the Research Park. 

Budget 
South Cambs has set a balanced budget that will put a little money back into reserves as we know the 
government is planning to further reduce funding for district councils. We aim to build up a portfolio 
of investments, starting with the houses in Ermine Street, to support the council’s budget in the future.  

 

Hazel 

 

 

 

 

 


